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World Cultures 
Topic Outline 

Course Description and Philosophy 
 
  

World Cultures is the full-year freshmen social studies course. World Cultures is taught in 
conjunction with English 9, allowing for coordination between the social studies and English curricula.  
The students are grouped heterogeneously, with two sections of the total number providing In-Class 
Support. 

The goal of the course is to provide every student with insight into the diverse cultures of the 
world, focusing on religious and cultural traditions and their impact on social structures, economic 
systems, political developments, and international affairs. 

The curriculum is arranged by geographic region, with each team of teachers starting in a 
different part of the world. This allows for the English teachers to have the requisite number of books 
available for each section. The major regions studied are the Middle East, South Asia, Southeast 
Asia, East Asia, Latin America, and Africa. 

The coursework is usually divided between lecture, small-group work, independent study, 
presentations and portfolio development. Teachers evaluate the work by checking it for accuracy and 
skill level according to previously developed rubrics and benchmarks.  Each marking period, as well, 
there is a major paper assigned.  Successful completion of these assignments requires the students 
to do outside research, reading, and analysis.    
 
 
Text Reference: 
• Ramirez, Susan Elizabeth, Peter Stearns and Sam Wineburg.  World History; Human Legacy. Holt Reinhart 

and Winston: New York, New York, 2008. 
  
Written 2008 
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Unit I: The Middle East 
 
Essential Questions:  

How do we identify ourselves?  How does identity create conflict? 
How does geography affect human development? 
What do we believe?  How do cultural values affect the government? 
Do human beings have rights?  If so, what are they? 
 

 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Find and identify at least countries six countries in the region 
Explain how the Middle East is a region defined by culture, and not simply geography. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the foundation of Bedouin culture and how that culture preceded and informed current Middle Eastern culture. 
Draw connections between the geography of the region and the culture that developed there. 
Identify the Five Central Pillars of Islam and describe the origin of the Islamic religion. 
Describe the scope of Islamic expansion and at least two ways in which that expansion was accomplished. 
Identify the main components of a mosque and the typical features of traditional Islamic art and architecture. 
Explain how certain statistical measurements reveal conditions within countries. 
Delineate the reasons why Islam split into two separate sects, Sunni and Shia, and the rough geographical areas in which each sect predominates. 
Read and analyze portions of the Koran to determine in what ways the religious text also functioned as a legal code. 
Determine the extent to which Islamic laws affect social mores and traditions (ex: polygamy, head covering, etc.). 
Understand the ways in which some communities interpret the teachings of Islam in different ways (ex:  the Taliban) 
Accurately depict the effect of World War I and the Treaty of Versailles on the political boundaries in the region. 
Explain why and how the state of Israel was created. 
Enumerate the sources of tension between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
Trace the connections between current events in the United States and developments and individuals in the Middle East. 
Understand the global definition of poverty. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Islamic art and 
architecture, the 
Spread of Islam 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

Internet 
SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
FirstClass 

Powerpoint 
presentation showing 
major buildings in the 
Middle East, their main 
architectural features as 
well as their location on 
the map 

Presentation made 
available to the students 
using FirstClass 
conference, so that they 
may refer to it while they 
are studying 

6.3.C 
6.3.D.1 
6.3.E.6 
6.6.B.2 
6.6.E.4 

Critical reading of 
passages from the 
Koran 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

Passages from the 
Koran 
Laptops 
SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 

Students are asked to 
tailor a message to 
various types of 
audiences, then they 
are asked to craft a 
speech for a Bedouin 
warlord.  After 
completing this, the 
students are asked to 
read and analyze 
portions of the Koran to 
discern what is being 
said, and the style in 
which it is presented. 
 

The students are shows 
the passages on the 
SmartBoard and they are 
able to respond to the 
information presented on 
the board in front of them. 

6.3.C 
6.3.D.2 
6.1.A.8 
6.1.A.3 

Sources of Tension 
between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

Library 
Computers 
Internet 

First, the students 
complete a WebQuest 
in the library computer 
lab.  Then, using their 
research, they debate 
the situation between 
Israel and Palestine. 

In order to complete this 
assignment, the students 
must be able to navigate 
through several websites 
to procure the information 
that they need to 
participate in the debate. 
 

6.1.A.3 
6.1.A.5 
6.1.A.6 
6.1.F.2 
6.3.G.2 



 4 

 

 
 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The major paper assigned for this unit is an “outside read.”  For this unit the students have to select a non-fiction work about the Middle Eastern region.  The 
choices available to the students range from texts at or slightly below grade level through to college-level texts.  The students are free to choose their text, 
based on their interest, but they are counseled toward selecting a book which is suited for their reading ability.  The assessment for this activity is an essay.  
The question that the student has to answer is, again, tailored to his/her ability level. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Most nations of the world are capable of creating an assessment of their economic health through the compilation of the Gross Domestic Product.  Bhutan has 
chosen to measure its economic and philosophical well-being through the creation of the Gross National Happiness Index.  The students may be presented 
with an economic and political decision, for example, instituting a windfall profits tax.  They would then have to determine the extent to which such a tax would 
affect the Gross Domestic Product and the Gross National Happiness Index for a nation.  China has also experimented with a Green Domestic Product. The 
students could use this gauge as well.               
 

Islamic practices  
 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

Textbook Students read 
Document Based 
Investigation in 
textbook.  The 
documents show the 
relationship between 
the Islamic practice of 
the Hajj and the 
technological 
developments related to 
navigation made by the 
Muslims. 
 

In order to complete this 
assignment, students 
must be able to use word 
processing software. 

6.3.C 

Further research into 
Middle Eastern topics 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

Library 
Assorted non-fiction 
texts 

Students are required to 
select a non-fiction work 
about the Middle East.  
Classtime is devoted to 
developing skills related 
to using textual 
references to support a 
thesis, organizing 
written work, and using 
in-text citations. 

One of the challenges in 
writing is starting to write.  
Many students struggle 
with organizing thoughts 
into paragraphs.  Many 
children find Inspiration to 
be a useful program for 
organizing random 
thoughts and creating a 
coherent, simple outline. 

6.1.3 
6.1.8 
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Unit II: Southeast Asia 
 
Essential Question:  
 How does geography affect human development? 
 What do we believe?  How do cultural beliefs affect government? 

What causes conflict?  What factors cause conflict to become warfare? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Identify and locate five countries of the region. 
Demonstrate an understanding the way in which geography affected human development in the region. 
Trace the relationship between trade, the Straits of Malacca and the political history of the region. 
Define “syncretic” and explain how that word describes religious traditions in the region. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the way in which Indian and Chinese civilizations influenced Southeast Asia. 
Explain the basic tenets of Buddhism. 
Recall the location and significance of cultural sites like Angkor Wat and Borobudur. 
Compare the colonial practices of the Dutch, Portuguese, Spanish, French, English, and Americans in Southeast Asia. 
Analyze the impact of World War II on the political history of the region. 
Describe the causes and effects of Vietnam War. 
Assess the impact of colonialism on the region. 
Ascertain the degree to which the genocidal actions of the Khmer Rouge were triggered by outside influences. 
Elucidate the manner in which Islam became a religion embraced by people wishing to oppose traditional rule in Southeast Asia. 
Assess the relative stability of Southeast Asian governments and recall the factors that  work to destabilize the region. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Cultural Diffusion; 
Chinese and Indian 
influences in 
Southeast Asia 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

Textbook 
SmartBoard 
 

Notetaking skills; small-
group activity; lecture; 
graphic organizers; 
review; quiz; test 

SmartBoard 
Computers  
Internet 

6.1.3 
6.3.D.1 
6.3.E.3 

Colonialism in 
Southeast Asia 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

Computer Lab 
Library 
SmartBoard 

Students are divided 
into groups which 
represent the countries 
which colonized SE 
Asia.  Students are 
given the pictures from 
presentations prepared 
on each countryʼs 
involvement in the 
region. Students 
research and prepare 
the presesentation that 
accompanies each 
picture. 

SmartBoard 
Computers 
Internet 

6.3.D.2 
6.3.E.3 

The Vietnam War Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

Textbook 
SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

Students research the 
Filipino resistance 
movement during the 
early 20th century and 
the Vietnam resistance 
to the French in the 
mid-1900s.  They then 
compare the two 
movements continuing 
to learn more about the 
American involvement 
in Vietnam. 

Inspiration 
Word processing 
Computers 

6.3.G.1 

Current Events Homework 
Quizzes  
Tests  
Essays 

DVD – CNN Presents 
“The Seeds of Terror; 
Islamic Terrorism in 
Southeast Asia” 

The students will watch 
the DVD and take 
notes, as directed by 
the teacher.  The DVD 
will give students the 
opportunity to see the 
faces associated with 
the names of SE Asia. 

DVD 
SmartBoard 

6.1.A.1 
6.3.G.2 
6.3.H.3 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
In creating presentations about colonialism in Southeast Asia, the students will have a range of topics to explain to their classmates.  The content and 
complexity of the presentation will be customized to fit the particular educational needs of each child. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Southeast Asia has seen a number of turbulent political developments in the past decades.  After learning the specifics of the political turmoil in Myanmar, 
Indonesia, and Thailand, the students could assess the similarities and differences between a revolution led by lawyers, a revolution led by Buddhist monks, 
and a revolution led by armed insurgents.  Which one was most effective?  Which produced the greatest costs in terms of lives and property?  Which types of 
citizens should a country aspire to create? 
 
Unit III: East Asia 
 
Essential Question: What responsibility do we have to others in the world?   
 What responsibilities do governments have to people? 
 What responsibilities do corporations have to people? 

How do our economic choices affect others? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Find China, Japan, North Korea, South Korea, and Taiwan on a map. 
Identify the foundations of Chinese culture, including religion, philosophy, government, and family structure. 
Draw connections between Chinaʼs main philosophical traditions and its political history. 
Measure the relative effectiveness of some of Chinaʼs dynasties. 
Explain the way in which geography helped to isolate China from its neighbors. 
Explain the difference between capitalism and communism. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the civil service system in China and how individuals became mandarins.  
Assess the degree to which Chinaʼs economic growth has impacted the environment. 
Evaluate Chinese policies regarding freedom of expression and democratic participation. 
Analyze the relationship between China and its neighbors throughout history. 
Discuss the implications of the “One China” policy pursued by the government in Beijing. 
Compare European feudalism to Japanese feudalism. 
Explain the role of the Japanese emperor. 
Define the Meiji Restoration and explain how it relates to the growth of Japanese power in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
Connect Japanese aggression to American involvement in World War II. 
Place Japanese aggression during World War II in historical context and explain how it continues to cause problems today. 
Explain why there are two Koreas. 
Compare living conditions in North Korea to living conditions in South Korea. 
Discuss current events in East Asia, including North Korea, China, Japan, and Taiwan. 



 8 

Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
History of Chinese 
Communist 
Revolution, including 
Chairman Mao, the 
Long March, and the 
“Fall of China.” 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

The history of the 
Communist Revolution 
is very confusing, so 
the students have 
stickers for each of the 
key individuals and 
events.  They place the 
stickers on a timeline 
that corresponds to the 
slides in a presentation. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.1.A.3 
6.3.A 
6.3.D.1 
6.3.E.3 
6.3.E.4 
6.3.G.1 
6.3.G.2 

What constitutes a 
valid religion?  An 
examination of 
Buddhism, 
Confucianism, 
Legalism, Taoism, 
And the Falun Gong.  
What religious beliefs, 
if any, should be 
prohibited by the 
government? 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students research the 
philosophies and 
religions of China and 
then try to compile the 
essential qualities of 
religion.  Then they try 
to mark the lines which 
separate religion from 
philosophy and religion 
from organizations 
which should more 
properly be defined as 
cults. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.1.A.2 
6.2.E.7 
6.3.A 
6.3.B 
6.3.H.1 
 

Chinese political 
history; central 
government, reliance 
on authority figures, 
bureaucracy, stability, 
exclusivity, limited 
public participation. 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students will discover 
the elements of 
Chinese political history 
which have been 
present (more or less) 
throughout its existence 
and determine if these 
historical elements 
inform the current 
system of governance 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.3.D.1 
6.3.G.2 

Japanese Feudalism; 
shogun, samurai, 
emperor, etc. 

Homework 
Quizzes  
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students will identify the 
key figures in Japanese 
feudalism and compare 
them to European 
feudalism.  Students will 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.3.E.2 
6.3.E.4 
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also read documents 
from each place which 
describe the obligations 
which bind the ruling 
class to the working 
class and vice versa. 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The current situation in East Asia can be approached in many ways.  Students could prepare a speech for the UN about human rights abuses in China.  They 
could prepare a map of sites which are threatened by North Korea, including a list of which sites are under the greatest threat and why.  The students could 
prepare a strategy for re-uniting North and South Korea and identify all of the obstacles that would have to be overcome for that to happen. The students could 
draw upon a review of Kung Fu Panda which said that Chinese filmmakers cannot produce such films because they do not pass through the censorship 
process and analyze American films to Chinese films.  The students could create a map that shows the way in which Chinese water pollution threatens the 
West Coast of America.  The list goes on. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
The major assignment for this unit relates to the problem of North Korea and its penchant for threatening world peace with nuclear detonations.  The problem of 
North Korea is placed in historical context as we study why North Korea exists and why its neighbors have strained relations with it.  We discuss the nature of 
global responsibility and national security.  We also answer the question, “Why do we have Hawaiʼi?” as we reckon with the fact that nations act in their best 
interests regardless of the opinions of people in other nations.              
  
Unit IV: South Asia 
 
Essential Question:  
 How do religious beliefs affect society? 
 To what extent should religion affect government? 
 How can identity lead to conflict? 
 What rights, if any, should a minority group have to ensure their safety? 
 What is the best way to correct injustice?  
 How do we know what we know about the past? 
 Does everyone have to be the same for a country to function properly? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Explain the way in which geographic features serve to isolate the Indian subcontinent from the rest of Asia. 
Locate the two main river valley civilizations of ancient Indian history:  Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. 
Identify the Vedas and Upanishads  as the major texts of earliest Aryan civilization in India. 
Describe the way in which the Aryan people moved in to the Indian subcontinent, displacing the Dravidians to the south. 
Identify the basic tenets of Hinduism. 
Distinguish between the teachings of Hinduism, Islam, and Sikhism. 
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Delineate the relationship between Hinduism and the caste system. 
Define “Dalits” as “untouchable” and explain their role in Indian society. 
Describe the role of principalities in Indian history, including the ongoing conflict in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the decentralization of political and religious power in the Indian subcontinent. 
Gauge the impact of Muslims on Indian history, from their arrival through their continued presence in India today. 
Evaluate the rulers of the Mughal empire to determine which was the most effective ruler and why. 
Elucidate the manner in which the British Empire was able to gain control of India. 
Identify Mohandas Gandhi. 
Compare non-violent resistance to other means of protesting colonial rule. 
Argue for and against the partition of India. 
Assess the extent to which globalization has impacted traditional Indian society. 
Demonstrate an understanding of current tensions in Indian society today including Hindu-Muslim violence and widespread poverty. 
Identify major problems in Indian politics including separatist movements and the conflict with Pakistan. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Early River Valley 
Civilizations; 
Mohenjo-Daro, 
Harappa. 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Given a series of 
pictures of the 
excavated parts of 
Harappa, the students 
must create a walking 
tour of the city, 
including information 
gleaned from the Vedas 
and other ancient texts. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.B 
6.C 

Ancient Hindu texts; 
Bhagavad-Gita 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

The central lesson of 
the Bhagavad-Gita is to 
follow your true calling.  
The students can read 
portions of the text and 
then find other 
examples of this same 
lesson in other media.  
One specific example is 
Steven Pressfieldʼs The 
Legend of Bagger 
Vance.   

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.B 
6.C 

Sepoy Rebellion; the 
government of Great 
Britainʼs seizure of 
India 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students will assess the 
role of propaganda and 
rumor in conflict 
situations.  How 
important is the press 
and the media during 
political conflicts?  
Students can compare 
the Sepoy Rebellion, 
the British use of 
telegrams during their 
rule of India, Gandhiʼs 
use of the press to gain 
international support, 
etc. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.D.2 
6.D.3 
6.D.6 
6.E.1 

Untouchability; Dalit 
rights, social reform 

Homework 
Quizzes  

SmartBoard 
Textbook 

The Case of Denji – If a 
member of the Dalit 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.D.2 



 12 

movements, limits of 
democracy, corporate 
responsibility 

Tests  
Essays 

Library 
Computer Lab 

caste is accused of a 
crime, what kind of trial 
would he have?  Would 
it be fair?  What can an 
oppressed minority 
group do if the majority 
creates laws?  Can 
economic advancement 
lead to political 
advancement?  Should 
multinational 
corporations work to 
uphold traditions of 
“untouchability” in India, 
or should they seek to 
redress injustice by 
intentionally employing 
Dalits? 

6.D.3 
6.E.3 
6.E.7 
6.G.2 
6.H.4 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
In the activity listed above, the walking tour of Harappa, students can choose to pursue many different options for their final product. The students can create an 
iMovie, a PowerPoint presentation, a written work, a series of captioned photographs, an audio (mp3) presentation, etc.  
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Two sacred texts in the Hindu tradition are the Ramayana and the Bhagavad-Gita. Both hold profound moral and ethical lessons, with the Ramayana primarily 
focusing on familial obligations and the Bhagavad-Gita focusing on personal and professional responsibilities.  The students could try to apply each text to the 
other arena. For example, what lessons does the Ramayana hold for a political leader?  What does it mean to be your true self in a relationship? Is there ever 
space for compromise with others if you are constantly following your true calling?         
     
 
Unit V: Central and South America 
 
Essential Question:  
 How do we know what we know about the past? 
 How much regional variation can exist within one “civilization?” 
 How can environmental policy contribute to the downfall of a civilization? 
 What marks the dividing line between primitive and civilized? 
 Do economic systems have to be “fair” to everyone? 
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 What actions can nations not perform, even within their own borders? 
 How much cooperation is required for regional systems to function properly? 
 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Identify three nations in Central America 
Identify four nations in South America. 
Identify two nations in the Caribbean. 
Define the term “Latin America” and gauge whether or not this term accurately describes the cultural diversity in Central and South America. 
Compare Central American civilizations, naming their similarities and differences. 
Analyze various primary sources pertaining to Central American civilizations. 
Judge the extent to which cultural biases impacted historical records. 
Assess the rule of Incan kings to determine how much freedom was enjoyed by people under their control. 
Explain how smallpox weakened the Incan civilization before the arrival of Francisco Pizarro. 
List three ways in which contact with Europeans impacted the environment of Central and South America. 
Demonstrate an understanding of the encomienda system of land distribution, including its lingering impact on the social system. 
Show how geography affected  human development in the region by allowing for isolated societies like the Garifuna to remain separate from the dominant 
culture. 
Identify key moments and specific leaders in the independence movements in Central America, South America, and the Caribbean. 
Define the “Bolivarian Revolution.” 
Evaluate the effectiveness of current leaders. 
Assess the impact of American policies regarding Central America, South America, and the Caribbean, including agreements like the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) and the restrictions placed on trade and travel to Cuba. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
What is the difference 
between a cult and a 
religion?  Central 
American belief 
systems, ceremonial 
architecture, priestly 
class, limited access 
to education, human 
sacrifice. 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Given examples of 
cults, including the 
Branch Davidians, etc., 
the students will 
compile a list of what 
distinguishes a cult 
from a religion.  The 
students will then 
assess the belief 
systems of the Olmec, 
Mayan, and Aztec to 
determine if they 
constitute a cult or a 
religion. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.C 
6.D.1 
6.D.2 
 

What is the proper 
role of government? 
What purpose does 
public execution 
serve?  Aztec human 
sacrifice, creation 
myths, prisoners of 
war, historiography. 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Charles C. Mannʼs 
1491 compares Aztec 
public sacrifice to public 
executions in the 
Western world.  The 
students will try to use 
Mannʼs text to 
determine what, if any, 
similarities there were 
between the two 
practices. Students will 
also read primary 
source documents to 
assess the extent to 
which observations 
reflected cultural biases 
and/or political aims.  

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.C 
6.D.1 
6.D.4 
6.E.6 
 

Best practices in 
government; 
nationalization, 
socialism, 
communism, 
capitalism, land 
reform, natural 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests 
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students will assess the 
effectiveness of existing 
governments in the 
region.  Particular 
attention will be paid to 
a study of economic 
systems and the way in 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 
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resources, foreign 
policy, environmental 
stewardship 

which resources are 
allocated. 

American policy in 
Central and South 
America 

Homework 
Quizzes  
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Students can examine 
any one of several key 
moments in the history 
of American 
involvement in Central 
America, South 
America, and the 
Caribbean.  Special 
attention should be paid 
to the interplay of 
national security 
interests, economic 
development, and state 
sovereignty.  The 
Monroe Doctrine, the 
Roosevelt Corollary, 
Dollar Diplomacy, the 
United Fruit Company, 
Fidel Castro, Cuban 
Missile Crisis, the Bay 
of Pigs Invasion, and 
the trial of Luis Posada, 
are just a few of the 
possible topics.  

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.E.3 
6.G.1 
6.G.2 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
6.H.3 
6.H.4 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The students will study the contact between Francisco Pizarro and Atahuallpa, the Incan king.  The conflict which arises between the two men is brief, but a 
thorough examination of the conflict reveals that smallpox, poor governance, religious beliefs, and tactical errors all contributed to Atahuallpaʼs defeat.  Students 
can depict the role of each one of these factors through their choice of a dramatic presentation, a written response, creative writing, song-writing, or video 
composition. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
When Spaniards came into contact with the Aztec leaders, their initial impression was positive.  As conflict developed, those impressions changed.  After 
reading primary source documents that show this change in perception, students could explore the ways in which their prejudices impact their view of others. 
They can also assess the way in which their own personal goals shade their views of others. 
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Unit VI: Africa 
 
Essential Question:  
 What are the key challenges and responsibilities of historians? 
 How do we know what we know about the past? 
 What is the difference between history and anthropology? 
 How can history be changed to suit political ends? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Identify at least ten countries in Africa. 
Identify at least two major language groups in Africa. 
Explain the significance of language groups as an indication of trade networks. 
Compare stateless societies to political organizations that compel obedience.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the way in which geographical features contribute to regional development in North, West, East, and Southern Africa. 
Understand that Africa is not a country but a continent with many nations and numerous cultures. 
Describe the role of masks and sculpture in religious practices in some traditional West African societies. 
Recall the major accomplishments of African civilizations in Mali, Songhay, Ghana, Axum, Meroe, Nubia, Egypt, Zimbabwe, etc. 
Trace the arrival and spread of Islam throughout the region. 
Gauge the extent to which the history of Africa has been changed to suit political ends. 
Compare slavery within Africa to the enslavement of Africans elsewhere in the world.  
Assess the impact of colonization on Africa. 
Describe the ways in which Africans actively and openly resisted European colonization, including the Zulu wars, the Fashoda Crisis, civil disobedience, the 
Mau Mau, Cold War conflict in Angola and elsewhere, the African National Congress, and Nelson Mandela. 
Compare the colonization of Africa to colonization in other parts of the world with respect to the role of the European state, the timing of the colonial era relative 
to other major international events, the extraction of resources relative to the investment in infrastructure, and the role of the individual colonial leaders like Cecil 
Rhodes and King Leopold of Belgium. 
Measure the extent to which international policies have contributed to conflicts in Rwanda, Uganda, Nigeria, and other nations. 
Engage in a debate about the point at which “settlers” become “Africans,” shedding their European heritage and identity. 
Identify the major leaders in Africa as well as current conflicts. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Studying the past 
without benefit of 
written documents 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Allegorical stories, 
including Jomo 
Kenyattaʼs description 
of the arrival of the 
Europeans, give the 
students an opportunity 
to engage in a 
discussion of the 
validity of oral history. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.A 
6.B 
6.C 
6.D.1 
6.E.3 
6.E.4 
6.H.1 

Changing history to 
suit political ends 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

In places like 
Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, and Zanzibar, 
people from outside of 
Africa wrote the history 
of the region.  Students 
can examine those 
histories to discern the 
authors intentions.  
Often the history 
supported a territorial 
claim. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.D.4 
6.D.6 
6.E.1 
6.E.3 
6.E.6 
6.G.1 
 

Belgian Congo Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

After studying the 
history of the Belgian 
Congo and the policies 
of King Leopold, the 
students can then read 
schoolbooks created by 
the Belgians for African 
children.  Students can 
attempt to determine 
the impact such texts 
might have had on the 
children of the Belgian 
Congo.  They can also 
engage in the political 
purpose of education 
and the values which 
underlie their own. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.G.2 
6.G.3 
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South African 
resistance movement 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

The film Amandla!; A 
Revolution in Four-Part 
Harmony chronicles the 
songs of the resistance 
movement in South 
Africa. Through this 
film, the students can 
see the factors which 
compelled people to 
choose violent 
resistance to apartheid.  
They can also see the 
way in which music 
helped to inspire 
resistance through over 
forty years of 
oppression.  

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.G.2 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
6.H.3 
6.H.4 
 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The government of the Belgian Congo created schoolbooks for children in which they asked the children to compose prayers in which the children expressed 
their gratitude for King Leopold.  These prayers were patterned after hymns written by Belgian religious leaders.  Students could compose music to accompany 
those hymns, taking great care to have the music give voice to the frustration of the Congolese.   
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
The Kimberley Diamond Certification Process ensures that diamonds offered for sale were never brokered in exchange for the tools of war.  The students can 
debate the merits of the Kimberley Process as well as ethical questions posed by Professor Peter Singer regarding economic choices and ethical 
responsibilities.  
              
Unit VII: Global Interdependence 
 
Essential Question:  
 What responsibilities do we have to each other? 
 How do we identify ourselves? 
 To what extent should nations collaborate with each other? 
 What is sovereignty?  How can it be compromised? 
 When, if ever, should nations interfere in the affairs of other nations? 
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Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
Locate the headquarters of the United Nations.   
Describe the purpose and structure of the United Nations. 
Explain what prompted the creation of the League of Nations and explain why it failed. 
Analyze portions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to determine which portions identify social, political, and economic standards for human 
existence. 
Locate at least three conflicts mediated, at least in part, by the United Nations. 
Identify at least three of the Millennium Development Goals. 
Evaluate the success of the Millennium Development Goals program. 
Explain the purpose and history of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 
Define “trade barriers” and “farm subsidies.” 
Compare the role and purpose United Nations to other international collaborative organizations like the G8, NATO, APEC, etc. 
Identify the Kyoto Protocol as one international agreement related to pollution and climate change. 
Discuss the merits and weaknesses of the cap-and-trade system of pollution control. 
 
 



 20 

Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
World Bank and the 
International 
Monetary Fund 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

View portions of Life & 
Debt pertaining to the 
history of the World 
Bank, the IMF, and the 
relationship between 
those institutions and 
Jamaica.  Have 
students determine 
whether or not the 
terms established by 
the World Bank and 
IMF seem fair and 
equitable to all parties. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
6.H.3 
6.H.4 

Economic 
Development; Official 
Development 
Assistance, charity, 
microlending 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Compare three different 
methods of alleviating 
poverty throughout the 
world, highlighting the 
relative effectiveness of 
each approach. 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
6.H.3 
6.H.4 

Environmental policy 
and its impact on 
global development 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

Debate about the cap-
and-trade system of 
pollution control.  Given 
a representative sample 
of nations, students can 
attempt to come to a 
resolution about the 
proper balance between 
pollution and economic 
development.  What is 
an acceptable minimum 
standard of living?  
What is an 
unacceptable amount of 
pollution?  

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
6.H.3 
6.H.4 

Relationship between 
economic 
development and 
national security. 

Homework 
Quizzes 
Tests  
Essays 

SmartBoard 
Textbook 
Library 
Computer Lab 

When does giving 
money away serve to 
advance the foreign 
policy goals of an 

SmartBoard 
Computer Lab 

6.G.1 
6.H.1 
6.H.2 
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independent nation?  
What is the relationship 
between poverty and 
violence?  Students can 
research this 
connection and debate 
whether economic 
assistance decreases 
the potential for 
violence throughout the 
world. 

6.H.3 
6.H.4 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
This unit captures many of the themes of the course and, perhaps, might be best left to the end of the year.  The teacher would have the latitude to create any 
number of assignments that would allow the students to demonstrate their knowledge of the coursework.  Portfolios, debates, websites, movies, speeches, 
andposition papers are just a few of the possible activities for this unit. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
The activities in this portion of the curriculum can be overwhelming to many students.  Global interdependence is a complex topic for many, but, especially for 
freshmen.  This topic may become a bit easier for the students if they explore the ways in which individual actions impact the world. The teacher could pursue 
an exploration of the way in which the school could reduce its carbon footprint.  What does it mean to be a “paperless” school?  Another activity could involve 
the website “Who Should I Cheer For?” which posts the carbon emissions and wealth of the nations competing in the World Cup.  The students could try to 
determine which nations deserve to be supported based on their environmental policies.          
   
 
 


